Glasgow Sonnet (i) - ESSAY PLAN

Answers to questions on poetry should address relevantly the central concern(s) / theme(s) of the text(s) and be supported by reference to appropriate poetic techniques such as:
imagery, verse form, structure, mood, tone, sound, rhythm, rhyme, 

characterisation, contrast, setting, symbolism, word choice...


Your essay would have the following structure:
· Introduction
· Overview / synopsis

· Paragraph 1 - how the setting shows poverty and deprivation

· Paragraph 2 - how the external setting of the building implies violence and danger

· Paragraph 3 - how the interior setting shows poverty and neglect

· Paragraph 4 – how the man in the setting conveys hopelessness and despair
· Conclusion


INTRODUCTION
  
Mention the name of the writer and the title of the text.

  
1 sentence about content of poem

  
Refer to the question (use key words from the question) and to the techniques which you are going to discuss.
OVERVIEW / SYNOPSIS

You can include this within your introduction if you wish, but if you have a lot to say it is best to write this in a paragraph of its own.
Summary of content: meaning, themes (include what setting stands for: poverty, deprivation as exemplified by the setting, in a Glasgow run-down area, poor tenements, almost abandoned and totally neglected)

Include a look at structure: sonnet form - Petrarchan, 14 lines, rhyming scheme- but no stanzas- a more modern take on a classical form!

PARAGRAPH 1 – poverty and deprivation
Remember to structure your paragraphs carefully. Try to use the TSPECL structure 
(Topic Sentence – Point – Evidence – Comment – Link)
· Topic sentence: make a statement in answer to your essay question (MUST include the word SETTING!) i.e. “Setting is central to this poem: the detailed description of the deprived area shows us the abject poverty some people have to endure in our society.”
· Point: Introduce your quote / Tell your reader what is happening in your quote - give it some context i.e. “The poem is divided into two parts and begins with descriptions of the outside of the tenements.”
· Evidence / Quote: Choose a quote which backs up your point and contains lots of techniques that you can analyse.
· Comment / Explanation: Analyse all of the techniques in your quote and show how they are used to describe setting and hence the themes of the poem. Mention that the outside is derelict, deserted, cold, neglected and almost abandoned.

You could analyse:
·  
The use of personification to introduce the themes of poverty and deprivation;

· 
How alliteration is used to draw you into the harshness of the setting at the beginning; 
·  
Use of personification to show dumping and neglect and lack of respect for the environment.
·  
You should make clear that the setting also highlights poverty and deprivation through: Smashed windows (use of a negative), ‘chipped’, ‘cracks’ (onomatopoeia), ‘rats’ (negative word-choice with connotations of disease, dirt and poor sanitation)

· Link: Make a statement to link your analysis to your essay question - again this must refer to setting, how it has been shown and how it connects to a main theme i.e. “Through descriptions of the exterior of the tenement as derelict and hostile, Morgan has clearly portrayed a deprived setting which conveys the poverty endured in some areas of Glasgow.”
PARAGRAPH 2 - external setting ( violence and danger
Repeat with a different topic sentence (referring to your essay question). Try to use a linking word to link your paragraphs together i.e. “Furthermore, the use of setting through the description of the outside of the building implies violence and danger.”

In this paragraph, using the TSPECL structure, you should look at all of the descriptions that show violence and danger, i.e.:
· The metaphor of ‘play fortresses’ alludes to violence as a fortress is something that guards us or that we retreat to - we use it in order to be protected.

· Use of alliteration and harsh consonant sounds/plosives (‘black block’), together with connotations of death in the word ‘condemned’ - as if the flats are prisoners on death row.
All of this creates a bleak picture of this deprived estate where only a few people survive (‘last mistresses’)

PARAGRAPH 3 – interior setting – poverty and neglect
Repeat TSPECL structure:
“Moreover, there is a sudden change of emphasis at the end of the octet as the poem moves from the outside of the tenement to the inside and this new setting furthers the idea of poverty and neglect.”

Mention that poverty and neglect just as evident as outside:

· Use of personification and onomatopoeia (‘kettle whimpers’), together with word-choice / personification of ‘crazy hob’ to highlight the sense of despair and danger within.

· Metaphor of ‘roses of mould’ to emphasise decay: roses should adorn a home - symbol of love, here they are a testimony to the damp and insalubrious interior.

PARAGRAPH 4 – man ( hopelessness and despair
Repeat TSPECL structure:

“Finally, a man appears in the setting and the description of him and his surroundings leave us with a sense of hopelessness and despair.”

Mention:

· Use of alliteration ‘lies late…lost’ to draw attention to sadness and lack of purpose.

· His use of nicotine to perhaps obliterate his bleakness and despair.
· ‘coughs’ - onomatopoeia followed by enjambment to emphasise ‘thinly’- a veiled allusion to his poverty, weakness, lack of comfort, illness…

· Use of personification of ‘air too poor to rob’ to leave us with a sense of poverty, hopelessness and despair.

· The setting has been used to explore the dreadful conditions of the poor still living in the broken-down estate.

CONCLUSION
   Restate the question.

   Sum up how you answered.

   What did you like most about the text? Favourite part / most effective feature?

   No new information.

   BE POSITIVE ABOUT THE TEXT!!!
i.e. In ‘Glasgow Sonnets (i), Morgan has cleverly used literary techniques to bring the bleak and deprived setting of a derelict Glasgow estate to life and show the poverty, deprivation and lack of hope of those who have to live there. The poem is much more about the people than the bricks and mortar, yet Morgan cleverly focuses on both to get his message across. This made me realise the extent of poverty still occurring in Scotland, and made me feel sad that very little is done to change this.

Choose a poem in which a specific setting is strongly evoked.


Show how the poet creates this sense of place and /or time, and then discuss the relative importance of the setting to the poem as a whole.	     


(2005 Past Paper)











